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Here are 5 classroom activities to integrate hip-hop:

®  Rhythm Exploration: Have students create their own rhythmic patterns using body
percussion (clapping, stomping, vocalizations). Encourage them to experiment with
simple repeating patterns in 4/4 time.

° Layered Loops: Divide the class into small groups. Assign each group a different
instrumental part (drums, melody, harmony) to create a simple loop. Cue the groups
to layer their parts, building up a collaborative hip-hop beat.

® Lyrical Composition: Guide students through the process of writing original rap
lyrics. Start with brainstorming themes or topics, then work on rhyme schemes and
rhythmic flow. Allow students to perform their raps for the class.

e  Sampling Scavenger Hunt: Introduce students to the concept of sampling by having
them research famous hip-hop songs and identify the original sources that were
sampled. Discuss how sampling connects musical genres and cultures.

e Beat-Making with Technology: Provide access to user-friendly music production
software like Soundtrap. Have students experiment with creating their own beats by
combining pre-made loops and samples. Encourage them to share their creations.

® The key is to start simple, emphasize creativity and collaboration, and gradually build
students' understanding of hip-hop's musical and cultural foundations.
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