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Three Insights to take with you from...
Keeping Ensembles in Time and in Tune
with Christopher Selby

Three Pointers for Intonation:

1. Implement cross-tuning where sections tune unisons and fifths to each other with
the tuner turned off to focus on listening to each other.

2. Emphasize developing a blending tone where students listen to each other instead
of just themselves or a tuning standard.

3. Have students listen to recordings of professional ensembles like the Academy of St.

Martin-in-the-Fields, Eastman Wind Ensemble, or the Cambridge Singers to develop
an understanding of what perfectly in-tune ensembles sound like.

Three Steps to Improved Tempo Control:

1. Practice passages at varying tempos to develop the ability to adjust. Have students
follow the conductor through different tempos.

2. Teach students to intentionally accelerate and decelerate together without the
conductor to learn independent control.

3. Instruct sections to listen to other sections, not just their own, to counteract rushing

from a weak link. Have second violins listen to first violins for example.

The Three Stages of Ensemble Awareness:

Self - students are focused on themselves, their own playing and technique.
Section - students learn to match and listen to the people in their own section.
Ensemble - the highest level, where students learn to listen across the ensemble to
people in other sections and on other sides of the room.
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Find more Music Ed Insights on our website at www.musicedinsights.com

or join us on your favorite podcast app.




